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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Eternal Spirit, the giver of every
good and perfect gift, we are sinful peo-
ple seeking salvation. We are lost peo-
ple seeking direction. We are doubting
people seeking faith. Teach us, O God,
the way of salvation. Show us the path
to meaningful life. Reveal to us the
steps of faith.

Today use the Members of this body
as instruments of Your glory. Quicken
their hearts and purify their minds.
Broaden their concerns and strengthen
their commitments. Show them duties
left undone. Remind them of promises
unkept and reveal to them tasks unat-
tended. Lord, lead them to a deeper ex-
perience with You.

And, Lord, please comfort the loved
ones of Kayla Jean Mueller.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
majority leader is recognized.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2015—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to H.R. 240.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will report the motion.

Senate

The legislative clerk read as follows:
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 5, H.R.
240, a bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of Homeland Security for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2015, and for other
purposes.
CLAY HUNT SAV ACT

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, last
night I joined Members of both parties
to recognize the latest bipartisan
achievement for the American people.

The Clay Hunt SAV Act, which will
provide important support to our Na-
tion’s veterans, passed the House and
Senate with overwhelming bipartisan
support. It is on its way to President
Obama’s desk, and I am confident he
will sign it.

KEYSTONE BILL

Mr. President, today the House of
Representatives is expected to pass yet
another bipartisan bill for him to sign,
the Keystone jobs bill. It is just com-
mon sense. That is why this bipartisan
legislation already passed the Senate
with support from both parties. That is
why labor unions support it, and that
is why the American people support it.
Americans know construction of this
infrastructure project would pump bil-
lions into the economy and support
thousands of good jobs. They also know
America could achieve this with, as the
President’s own State Department has
indicated, minimal environmental im-
pact.

Americans are urging President
Obama not to interfere in the review
process for ©political reasons any
longer. Americans are urging the Presi-
dent to finally heed scientific conclu-
sions his own State Department al-
ready reached. Let American workers
build this infrastructure project. Sign
this jobs and infrastructure bill.

Powerful special interests may be de-
manding that the President veto Key-
stone jobs, but we hope he will not. If
the President does ultimately bow to
these special interest demands, that is
a discussion we can have then. But ei-
ther way Americans should know this:

The new Congress will not stop pur-
suing good ideas.

This new majority is committed to
refocusing Washington on the concerns
of the middle class, and the passage of
bipartisan bills such as Keystone, Clay
Hunt, and Keystone jobs shows we are
doing just that.

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY FUNDING

Mr. President, on a different matter,
Democrats are blocking Homeland Se-
curity funding in order to defend Exec-
utive overreach the President has said
himself, on many different occasions,
he didn’t have. As I indicated yester-
day, this is the reason the Senate can’t
move forward, so it needs to come to
an end. This is the simplest and most
obvious way it can.

Many Democrats previously indi-
cated opposition to the kinds of over-
reach described by President Obama
himself as unwise and unfair. So all
they have to do is back up those words
with some action. If Democrats claim
to be against overreach and claim to be
for funding the critical activities of the
Department of Homeland Security,
then there is no reason for them to
continue their party’s filibuster.

So vote with us to allow the Senate
to actually debate Homeland Security
funding instead. We have already of-
fered a fair and open debate that would
allow for amendments from both par-
ties. If the bill needs to be amended,
that is when it could be, when we actu-
ally get on the bill and offer amend-
ments.

This is about Democrats being con-
fronted with a choice: filibuster fund-
ing for Homeland Security to protect
overreach of President Obama himself,
referred to as ‘‘ignoring the law’ or
allow the Senate to debate, vote, and
amend the very funding they claim to
want.

AUMF FUNDING

Mr. President, one final and criti-
cally important matter. This morning
we received the President’s proposed
authorization for the use of military
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